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a priest, and deposit coins and clay images therein. The
population of Pamban is largely made up of boatmen and
fishermen, some of whom find employment in ferrying
pilgrims from the mainland to the island. Coolies are
engaged in warping vessels through the Pass, when the
wind is adverse. The north coast of the island is fringed
by a coral-reef. In the extension of the reef-band towards
Ramesvaram appears a limestone, consisting entirely of
calcareous algae (Lithothamninm\ with a few scattered

Fig. 8.   Sub-fossil Coral Reef, Pamban.
:cral masses. Near Pamban, a sub-fossil reef, largely
:omposed of enormous blocks of Forties, forms a miniature
:liff, several feet in height, above high-tide mark. Some
^ears ago masses of pumice were heaped up on the shore
lear this reef. The pumice was no doubt discharged from
;he volcano of Krakatoa in the Straits of Sunda, during
:he great eruption of 1883, and drifted by currents across
,he ocean. South of the Pamban Pass are a series of little
;oral islands (Pulli, Pullivausel, Coorisuddy, etc.), which